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HAPPY EASTER!  HE IS RISEN!  OUR SAVIOR LIVES! 
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John 20:11-18  NLT 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

11 Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in. 12 She saw 
two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place where the body 
of Jesus had been lying. 13 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her.  “Because they 
have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put him.”  14 She turned to 
leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. 15 “Dear woman, 
why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?”  She thought he was the gardener. 
“Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get 
him.”  16 “Mary!” Jesus said.  She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for 
“Teacher”).  17 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my 
brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”         
18 Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them his 
message. 
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Our monthly newsletter, Water Cup, is distributed 

gratis to members and friends of the congregation to 

encourage vital Christian living and to promote 

participation in the life and work of the Church.  

We hope you find this issue of the Water Cup 

informative and helpful. We welcome your 

contributions and comments.  
  
Published by:  

MAPLE SPRING 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

106 Spring Rd 

Hollsopple, PA 15935 

814- 479-7062 
 

E-mail:  maplespringcob@atlanticbb.net 

Web Page:  maplespringcob.org 

www.facebook.com/maplespringcob.jeromepa 
 

   Sunday School…………..9:30 am  

 Worship Service……….10:35 am  
 

Pastor David Bennett 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday, 9 am-12 pm 

Pastor’s E-mail:  pastordavidbennett@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Cell Phone:  814-525-5620 
 

In emergencies, when the pastor is unavailable, 

please call Blaine Leverknight at 814-266-8340. 
 

 

Editor Telephone:                              (814) 479-7062  

E-mail:                     maplespringcob@atlanticbb.net  

Secretary/Editor                       Melody Pletzer 
  

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Friday. 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 
Please have all Sunday bulletin announcements 

in by 11 a.m. on Thursdays. 
 

WATER CUP DEADLINE 
for the May 2022 issue 

is April 22, 2022. 
 
 
 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The living water of Christ wells up within us 

and overflows!  It is our mission to be obedient 

to Christ by living in unity with one another, by 

discipling one another through the Holy Spirit, 

and by reaching out to our neighbors. 

PRAYER  PARTNERS  THIS MONTH 

         

Arbutus Blough            and Connie Martin   

Sally Kaufman       and Patty Shaffer  

Deanna Fisher        and Elsie Michael 

Marlin Ott        and Diane Bridge 

Karen Nagyvathy       and Christine Shroyer 

Molly Stultz        and Jordan Shroyer 

Pat Koba        and Sandy Watkins 

Nancy Gindlesperger       and Bill Watkins 

                         

    

…Pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 

man availeth much.  ~ James 5:16b 
 

 
 
The Rummel Church of the Brethren, Windber, PA 

is our prayer partner church for the year 2022.   

 

 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
 

Maple Spring Church of the Brethren is 

conducting a Feetwashing, Love Feast, and 

Communion Service on April 14th at 7:00 pm 

in the church sanctuary.  This Maundy 

Thursday observance is a reenactment of 

Jesus' last supper with his disciples.  The 

Deacon Commission is making preparations 

to ensure a solemn and safe experience.  

Please contact any member of the Deacons, if 

you have any concerns or questions.  Join us 

for a time of worship and fellowship, as a 

tangible reminder of the love of Christ and the 

unity we have as the body of Christ. 
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Please remember the following, 

who are actively serving our country... 

 

 

 

George M. Adams IV has retired from the Army after 

serving 23 years.  He and his wife, Lisa, Sons – 

Quentin & Tristin are living in Georgia.  

 

SGT Adam Veres, Army Specialist (Whitney Weimer) 

Jonathan Zanoni, US Coast Guard (Cayla Roberts) 

MAJOR Mark Bedrin, Army (Katie McDonald) 

SPECIALIST Sierra Alwine, Army 

Ssgt Nathan Pahel, Air Force (Annie Bridge) 

Police Officer Matthew Bridge, Richland PD 

AB Jenna A. Hauser, US Air Force 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER FLAG 
 

We are thankful for those who do God’s work to 

protect us.  Please pray for our peacekeepers.  The 

Missions and Service Commission has a prayer flag 

displayed in support of active duty military personnel, 

1st responders, EMS, firefighters, police officers, and 

conscientious objectors, presently serving from our 

congregation.  If you have a loved one you would like 

to add, please give the name, office, or type of duty, 

along with a picture to the church office.  If you prefer 

not to submit a picture, we can simply post the name. 

Please remember those 

on our Visitation List… 

 

Jim Moran        1056 Soap Hollow Rd 

   Hollsopple, PA 15935 
 

 

Betty Shaffer    Richland Woods 

   3324 Elton Rd 

   Johnstown, PA 15904 
 

 

John Shaffer  PO Box 247 

   Jerome, PA 15937 
 

 

Gale Shipley    51 Akers Street, Apt. 306 

   Johnstown, PA 15905 
 

 

Ruth Stevens  125 W. Main Street 

  Stoystown, PA 15563 
 

 

Cliff & Sally    Meadow View Nursing Center 

Stutzman    1404 Hay St., Rm 328 

    Berlin, PA 15530 
 

 

Phyllis Thomas   Laurel View Village 

   2000 Cambridge Rd., Rm 522 

               Davidsville, PA 15928 
 

 

Marilyn Ullery   588 Woodstown Hwy. 

   Hollsopple, PA 15935 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Deacon Ministry    ...Serving the Maple Spring Congregation 
 

What is Biblical Love?  By Shari Abbott, Reasons for 

Hope* Jesus  
 

The world uses the word “love” very loosely.  We love 

chocolate, we love our car, we love a TV show. The 

list goes on and on.  We hear the word “love” being 

used in ways that diminish its significance and make 

love trite and cheap.  And then there’s the focus on 

physical love, i.e., fleshly gratification.    So, what is 

love?  What does the Bible tell us? 
 

Biblical Love 

In the biblical sense, love is not a physical act to 

gratify the flesh (i.e., sex). And it’s not as simple as a 

fondness for worldly things.  Biblical love comes from 

the mind and the depths of the soul.  And it is a 

reflection of the love God has given to us, 

demonstrated in the love that we give to others.  I 

would suggest biblical love is defined as a heartfelt 

response to a mindful choice, resulting in a 

commitment to care about others and producing 

actions to meet their needs.  C. S. Lewis concisely 

said, “Love is unselfishly choosing for another’s 

highest good.”  
 

 

Biblical Love Is 

• Steadfast — strong and committed. 

• Unwavering — firm, even in the face of 

changing circumstances. 

• Uniting — binding us to God and others. 

This kind of love comes from God. (1 John 4:19), and 

it was most beautifully seen when God sent His son to 

redeem mankind: 

John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

1 John 4:10 … not that we loved God, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for 

our sins. 
 

Redemption 

Redemption means “deliverance through payment of a 

price.”  Throughout history, people have broken laws, 

subsequently been charged with crimes, and had fines 

(a redemption price) levied against them. When the 

fine is paid, the debtor is redeemed and set free. While 

the concept of biblical redemption is similar in that a 

law was broken, a debt incurred, and payment is 

required, it is also very different. 
 

Biblical Redemption 

The Bible tells that man is in bondage to sin and the 

penalty of sin is death. No money, nor any of man’s 

good works, can pay the penalty of sin.  So God, in His 

mercy, grace, and love sent Jesus to live a perfect life 

and then to die, making payment for our sins (Mark 

10:45) and opening the way of redemption through His 

blood (Eph 1:7).   
 

The Blood Payment 

Blood had to be shed to pay the penalty for sin (Heb 

9:22). That’s why God gave Israel a sacrificial system 

of animal offerings to make atonement for their 

sins.  However, animal blood could never fully atone 

for human sin. Sin entered the world through one man 

(Rom 5:12) and only pure human blood could make 

full atonement (Rom 5:17).  So, God sent Jesus to pay 

for our sins with His pure blood and fully liberate us 

from bondage to sin. (Mark 10:45b, 1 Cor 6:20, Eph 

1:7). 
 

Redeemed and Adopted 

The Bible assures us that biblical redemption is more 

than just the payment of the penalty for sin.   

• We have been redeemed and washed clean of 

sin, by His shed blood (Rev 1:5, 1 Pet 1:18-20) 

• We have been reborn, regenerated, into a new 

life (John 3:3, Titus 3:5) 

• And we have been made righteous, having 

received the imputed righteousness of Christ 

(Rom 3:24, 2 Cor 5:21);  

• Furthermore, we have been adopted into the 

family of God (Rom 8:15, Eph 1:5). With God 

as our Father, we are His children. And we 

have received the riches of Christ‘s: 

• gospel (Col 1:27, Col 2:2) 

• grace (Eph 1:7, Eph 2:7) 3) 

• goodness (Rom 2:4) 4) 

• and glory (Rom 9:23, Eph 3:16, Phil 4:19). 
 

In Summary: What is Biblical Love? 

Biblical love is the love of God. It is a perfect 

steadfast, unwavering, and uniting love. We who 

belong to Jesus have received God’s love and are able 

to share it by choosing to love others. We do that by 

remembering that in Christ, we are, and have, 

everything we need. Therefore, we are free to give 

everything we have.  That’s true freedom. That’s real 

joy. And that’s biblical love!  

1 Cor 13:13  And now abide faith, hope, love, these 

three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 
submitted by Cathy McDonald 
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CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

 

Practices 

“If you know these things, you are blessed if you do 

them.”  John 13:17 (NRSV) 

Brethren have a long tradition of “gathering around the 

Word.” Taking the New Testament as our guide, we 

discuss what Jesus did—and why. Then we try to 

pattern our own lives after his. 

“Where two or three are gathered together in my 

name,” Jesus promised, “there am I in the midst of 

them.” Through the practices described here, Brethren 

come together—as small groups or larger ones—in 

loving imitation of Jesus’ actions. At these times, 

we’re especially aware of God’s presence. We call 

these practices our ordinances, because we think of 

them as instructions from God. 

We practice as a way of growing into something that 

may not come naturally. Over time, we learn and 

practice, and practice and learn. Following Jesus is no 

different. The scriptures outline a number of things we 

are to do—share bread, anoint with oil, wash feet, and 

baptize with water—to guide us into Christ-like living 

in our day to day lives. 

These practices are repeated regularly in our life 

together as the people of God. We do them, not to 

effect some magical transformation, but to form 

ourselves over a lifetime of following Jesus. 

Love Feast and Communion 

In an act of great love, Jesus gave his life for ours. The 

Brethren, as Jesus’ followers, love God and each 

other—and take that love into the world. Once or twice 

a year, Brethren celebrate what the earliest Christians 

called agape: the outflowing love that seeks not to 

receive but to give. 

Jesus taught us this practice, sharing with his disciples 

a last, loving meal the night before he died. He washed 

the disciples’ feet, ate supper with them, sought to 

draw them closer into the fold of his love, and offered 

them the symbolic bread and cup. 

During love feast, we repeat these simple, meaningful 

acts. After reconciling any discord among ourselves, 

we lovingly wash each other’s feet, then enjoy a meal 

together. Quietly we share communion, the bread and 

the cup that remind us of Jesus’ great gift; we renew 

our commitment to follow his example of sacrificial 

love. Congregations may also observe the eucharist, or 

bread-and-cup communion, at other times and in other 

settings. 

Love feast closes with a hymn; then follows the 

humble task of cleaning up, in which all are invited to 

participate. When we leave the feast, reunited in our 

dedication to Christ and to each other, the deep, 

nourishing love goes with us. 

Feetwashing 

Jesus knew that this evening, this meal, was the last 

time he and his twelve disciples would gather as a 

group. He wanted his followers to remember, in the 

difficult days ahead, why he had come and what he had 

taught them. When the disciples began to argue about 

which of them was more important, Jesus decided to 

make his lesson plain: Taking a towel and a basin of 

water, this great teacher knelt beside the first 

disciple—and did not stop until, like a lowly servant, 

he had washed the feet of each one there. 

By including the service of feetwashing in our love 

feast, Brethren imitate Jesus’ actions and honor his 

lessons. No person ought to be greater than another, 

Jesus taught. Love has no need to prove status or 

position; love simply gives—and keeps on giving. 

A symbolic, cleansing act, feetwashing prepares us for 

the meal and communion that follow. It reminds us 

that, in God’s sight, everyone needs loving attention, 

and everyone can offer that service to others. First we 

humbly accept attention and care from the one who 

washes our feet. Then we in turn wash someone else’s 

feet. After each act of feetwashing, the two people 

embrace and share a simple phrase of blessing. 

In receiving this emblem of God’s cleansing grace, we 

remember that as followers of Jesus, we can help 

distribute God’s blessing to others—through steady, 

loving service, symbolically washing the feet of the 

world. 

From www.brethren.org/about/practices 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Fifth Sunday of Lent              

9:30 Sunday School                     

10:35 Morning Worship                     

6:00 Awana Club

Adrienne Punako Calvin Hostetler Ryan Beahr Travis Kane                             

John Shaffer                          

Dan Stutzman

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Connie Martin                  

Palm Sunday                         

9:30 Sunday School                     

10:35 Morning Worship                     

6:00 Awana Club            

Nancy Dunmyer                         

Phyllis Thomas                     

7:00 pm Deacon Meeting

Maundy Thursday           

7:00 pm Feet Washing,    

Love Feast, &          

Communion Service

Good Friday

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Easter Sunday                         
9:30 Sunday School                     

10:35 Morning Worship                     

6:00 Awana Club            

7:00 pm Board of 

Administration Meeting

Jim Moran                           

Sandy Watkins

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

9:30 Sunday School                     

10:35 Morning Worship                     

6:00 Awana Club            

7:00 pm Church Council 

Meeting

9 - 3 Camp Harmony       

Spring Clean-Up Day

April 2022
Maple Spring Church

Activities, Birthdays, & Anniversaries

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


